
Note.—Injections of the acid into the substance of an

immense colloid carcinoma, near the termination of the
case, caused disintegration of portions of the tumor.
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LETTER FROM BERLIN.
Koch Institute for Infectious Diseases.

Of the many institutions established in Berlin for the
advance of medical learning and research none is of greater
importance than the Koch Institute for Infectious Diseases.
Through the liberality of the Prussian government, this
institution began its career on the 17th of August, 1891, and
since then considerable important work has gone from its
doors. The institute consists of two departments, the scien-
tific department\p=m-\a building of laboratories and a hospital.
The scientific department occupies a large triangular
building bordering on Charit\l=e'\,Unterbaum and Schumann
streets. This is a building formerly utilized for dwelling
purposes and which has been thoroughly rearranged for
laboratory uses. In the cellar are janitor and servant
apartments besides stalls arranged for the stabling of
animals. The first story contains the important rooms of
the scientific department, laboratories for the director of
the institute and his assistants. On the second floor are
found the laboratories of the hospital director micro-photo-
graphic rooms, other laboratories and a library. The lab-
oratories are thoroughly equipped with all necessary appli¬
ances. The hospital lying opposite the main building of
the Charité is arranged in the form of pavilions, seven in
number. Each pavilion contains a long ward, a reception
room, kitchen, pantry and lavatory. In all, the hospital
contains 108 beds, sixty for males, thirty-six for females and
twelve for children. The pavilions are built according to
one of three types ; the first form contains one ward of
eighteen beds ; the second, one ward of fourteen beds and
two separate rooms, each containing two beds ; in the third
form the building is divided into exactly two parts, each
ward having six beds. By this arrangement all forms of
infectious diseases can be entirely isolated. The pavilions
are all well built and thoroughly protected against wind
and weather ; their interior is of such a nature that each
part with its contents can be completely disinfected. Dis¬
infection is accomplished by means of a hot wrater vapor
apparatus constructed according to the most recent
improvements. On the hospital grounds there is also an
exeautive building with lecture hall, and an autopsy room.
The Institute for Infectious Diseases has for its object the
study of infectious diseases and the solving of the many
problems which these studies may give rise to ; investiga¬
tions are carried on into the life history of bacteria regard¬
ing the sources and modes of infection and the relation of
organisms to the causation of disease. With this object in
view examinations are made not only with materials
obtained from the institute, but also with substances such
as earth, water, derived directly from the source of infec¬
tion. At the head of the institute stands Robert Koch, with
Brieger as director of the hospital, and Pfeiffer director of
the scientific department. Among the other investigators
are Ehrlich, Behring, Trosch, Tebruschky, Kossel, Beck,
Kitasato, Wasserman and assistants, twenty-five in all. No
teaching is allowed at the institute and only advanced
workers permitted in the laboratories. The post-mortem
examinations are conducted by Koch himself, and each
assistant given some work, which he is expected to com¬
plete. At weekly conferences, held under Koch's direction,

matters under investigation are discussed and new work,
bearing on bacteriological subjects reviewed. Considerable
important work has already gone forth from the institute,
such as Behring's "Blood-serum Therapeutics" in diphtheria
and tetanus, Brieger, Kitasato and Wassermann various
papers on immunity, Erhlich on hereditary immunity · 
immunity with abrin and ricin ; Pfeiffer, the discovery of
the influenza bacillus.

Berlin, April 9, 1893.
Dr. Julius Friedenwald.

The Hygiene of the Sick Room. A book for nurses and
others, being a brief consideration of Asepsis, Antisepsis,
Disinfection, Bacteriology, Immunity, Heating and Ven-
tilation, and kindred subjects, for the use of nurses and
other intelligent women. By William Buckingham Can-
field, A.M., M.D., Lecturer on Clinical Medicine and
Chief of Chest Clinic, University of Maryland, etc., Balti-
more. Philadelphia. P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1892.
Pp. 247.
The material for this manual is derived from a series of

lectures delivered at the University of Maryland Training
School for Nurses. The principle idea of the author seems
to be to show the relation of bacteria to disease and how to
prevent sickness by antagonizing its causes. He offers a

concise and comprehensive explanation of bacteriology in
language so simple that any intelligent person can under-
stand it. He treats of contagion, infection and disinfection,
and gives rules for making and using disinfectants pub-
lished by the American Public Health Association.

The chapter on diphtheria is one of the best in the book.
The wider the dissemination of this kind of information,
the better for the public. A short description is given of
the infectious diseases, and interspersed are helpful hints
for nurses. The chapter on the bacteria of surgical diseases,
like a considerable portion of the rest of the book, seems to
be addressed as much to the doctor as to the nurse. All the
details of antiseptic preparations for operations are dealt
with at length.

If the simple directions for the prevention of ophthalmia
neonatorum were generally observed, probably more than
20 per cent, of blindness could be prevented. What life
long misfortunes are suffered through ignorance and
neglect! We would be blessed with healthier and wealthier
homes and children if mothers WOuld read and heed the
likes of this little book.
Atlas of Clinical Medicine. By Byron Bramwell, M.D.,

Assistant Physician to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary,
etc. Volume 2, part 1. Edinburgh : T. & A. Constable.
The contents of part 2 are Cases Illustrative of Alterations

in the Field of Vision (continued). Syphilis. Cases of
Friedrich's Ataxia with main-en-griffe. Asiatic Cholera.

There are numerous well executed plates, illustrative of
the text. A high standard is maintained throughout.
An Introduction to the Study of Diseases of the Skin.

By P. H. Pye Smith, M.D., F.R.S. Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians, and Physician to Guys Hospital.
Cloth; 8 vo.; pp. 408. Lea Bros.& Co.,Philadelphia. 1893.
This manual is well executed typographically, admirably

arranged, and will take its place with other modern man-
uals as a worthy companion.
Diseases of the Skin ; a manual for students and practi-

tioners. By Charles C. Ransom, M.D., Asst. Dermatolo-
gist at the Vanderbilt Clinic, N. Y. Cloth. Pp. 201. Lea
Bros. & Co., Philadelphia. 1893.
This little book belongs to the Student's Quiz Series,

issued by the publishers and is on a level with the other
books of the series published by this firm.
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